
Look Closely at the Toxicology Report 

People v. Corlett  (unpublished opinion) was tried 2 years ago in Peoria, IL, 
following an auto/motorcycle collision; the motorcyclist died.  The auto driver's 
(Corlett) blood was tested and a metabolite of alprazolam was found in his blood. 
He had no prescription for the drug and therefore was charged with driving with 
“an amount of a  schedule IV controlled substance in his blood or urine.”  He was 
also charged with impaired driving. 

Despite the fact that O'Donnell testified that the drug test was faulty (below the 
level of detection - a 'no report' level and could be caused by compounds other than 
alprazolam, the Judge admitted the drug test, found Corlett guilty, and sentenced 
him to 3 years in prison. The Judge dismissed the impairment charge, as there was 
no evidence supporting impairment.  The verdict was  

Take home lesson:  This obviously is a criminal case, however, the same concepts 
involved in toxicology testing apply to all types of cases, be it civil, employment, 
domestic, and juvenile. Thus, review of laboratory results by an experienced expert 
can assess the significance, meaning, and validity of the testing.  
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